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Asia  
January - March 2008 Forecast 
 
 
Passenger Numbers by Route (millions) 
 Oct-Dec ‘07 Oct-Dec ‘06 % change Jan-Mar ‘07 Forecast 
Domestic 18.84 19.04 -1.06% 19.19 18.99
Intercontinental 24.09 23.13 4.11% 23.38 24.34
Total 42.93 42.18 1.78% 42.57 43.33
 
There is a decrease of 1.06% in the passenger numbers for domestic routes, whereas 
an increase of 4.11% is noted in the increase of passenger numbers on intercontinental 
airlines. 
 
Passenger Numbers by Seat Class (millions) 
 Oct-Dec ‘07 Oct-Dec ‘06 % change Jan-Mar ‘07 Forecast 
First 2.57 2.55 0.64% 2.51 2.52
Business 4.40 4.31 1.99% 4.25 4.34
Coach 35.96 35.32 1.83% 35.81 36.47
 
The passenger numbers on business class has the highest increase (1.99%) in this 
quarter, followed by coach class (1.83%). The first class also experience an increased 
at 0.64%.  
 
Estimated Complimentary Meal Numbers by Route (millions) 
 Oct-Dec ‘07 Oct-Dec ‘06 % change Jan-Mar ‘07 Forecast 
Domestic (Qantas) 4.47 4.25 5.16% 3.93 4.13
Intercontinental 36.13 34.70 4.11% 35.07 36.51
Total 40.60 38.95 4.22% 39.00 40.64
 
The increase in estimated complimentary meal numbers is nearly similar for both 
domestic and intercontinental routes, respectively at 5.16% and 4.11%.  
 
Passenger Numbers by Carrier (millions) 
 Oct-Dec ‘07 Oct-Dec ‘06 % change Jan-Mar ‘07 Forecast 
Cathay Pacific 
/Dragon Air 6.18 4.28 44.35% 5.32 7.67
Japan Airlines 13.90 14.59 -4.68% 13.92 13.26
Malaysia Air 3.56 3.51 1.48% 3.36 3.41
Qantas 6.57 6.50 1.01% 6.09 6.15
Singapore Airways 4.96 4.79 3.48% 4.59 4.75
Thai Air 5.29 4.99 5.99% 4.97 5.27
 
Cathay Pacific and Dragon Air continue to experience success at an increase of 
44.35%. The remainder of the airlines experience an increase between 1% to 6%, 
whereas a decrease is noted for Japan Airlines at -4.68%.   
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Current Headlines 
 
In the first quarter of 2008, the improvements of the in-flight meal services by many 
airlines worldwide receive highlights in press. 
 
• Air New Zealand. 
From 4 February 2008, domestic jet services between Auckland, Wellington, 
Christchurch, Dunedin, and Queenstown enjoyed an improved complimentary 
inflight service, e.g. the new service ‘KoruHour’. Alcohol service will soon be 
available on domestic A320 services.  
• India’s Kingfisher Airlines 
The airlines is to offer a standing bar on its long-haul international routes in 
August 2008, as well as for economy daily non-stop services from Bangalore to 
San Francisco, Newark, Toronto and Los Angeles, Delhi and Mumbai to the 
U.S.A. and U.K.  
• AirAsia 
Online meal order, and additional to the menu, is introduced as part of its move 
to enhance customer service. AirAsia would also add more flight to include the 
Penang - Singapore and Kota Kinabalu - Singapore routes.   
 
10 March 2008, Momberger #828.CAT10-13 
 
• Thai Airways International  
As THAI flies daily to numerous cities in countries with large Islamic 
populations, the demand for halal food continue to grow. Therefore, to prepare 
in-flight meals, food with halal mark is used. In addition, THAI also provides 
meals for ten national carriers of Islamic-majority countries. Total demand is 
5000 halal meals per day.  
• Oasis Hong Kong Airlines  
The upgraded Business Class on services from Hong Kong to Vancouver and 
London-Gatwick.including individually served meal courses, dessert trolley, and 
new crockery and glassware.  
25 March 2008, Momberger  #829.CAT14/20 
 
• Philippine Airlines 
Philippine plans to personalize the meal service, offering a la carte with the 
crew plating each dish in Mabuhay Class using Noritake new tableware.  
• Qantas Airways  
Premium Economy will be introduced from April on routes from Sydney to 
London, Singapore, Bangkok and Johannesburg. Passengers will receive 
complimentary pre take-off champagne or juice, and Neil Perry inspired menu 
for dining. 
22 February 2008/24 March 2008, PAX International Enews 
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Explanations 
 
Passenger Numbers by Route 
The data in this table is derived from the area’s major individual carrier’s websites. 
These carriers include Cathay Pacific, Dragonair, Japan Airlines, Malaysia Air, Qantas, 
Singapore Airways, Thai Air, and Malaysia Air. 
 
% change - This compares the last full quarter of this year with the same quarter in the 
previous year. 
 
Forecast - The forecast is based on the trend derived from the equivalent quarter of the 
previous year and the percentage change in the last full quarter. 
 
Passenger Numbers by Seat Class 
The data in this table is derived from data found on Euromonitor’s web pages. The seat 
class data is defined by country and is then applied to the major carrier for that country. 
Two countries are not reported on and the average seat class ratio is applied to these. 
 
Estimated Complimentary Meal Numbers and Type by Route 
For international route, the data in this table is calculated by taking the total passenger 
numbers and applying a multiplier to provide an estimate of the total meals provided to 
passengers.  The multipliers used are based upon consensus meal values agreed 
upon by a panel of experts and are subject to change on a monthly basis. For the 
domestic route, as  Qantas is the only airlines that serves meals on domestic flights, 
hence domestic meal numbers are related to Qantas only. 
 
% change – Please see above. 
 
Forecast – Please see above. 
 
Passenger Numbers by Carrier 
The data in this table is derived from the individual carrier’s websites. The Association 
of Asia Pacific Airlines (AAPA) data is derived from Monthly International Statistics as 
found on their website. 
 
% change – Please see above. 
 
Forecast – Please see above. 
 
 
